
• A MANUAL & GUIDE TO •

SEBATU SANCTUARY & NEARBY AREAS



Thank you for choosing to stay with us at Sebatu Sanctuary, and 
we’ve written this guide to provide information about your room, 
the eco-resort, and nearby points of interest.   

Our overriding goal is to build and operate an eco-resort that 
provides a tranquil haven both for our guests and Bali’s wildlife, 
offering incomparable back-to-nature experiences while 
minimizing our environmental impacts.  

As a young boy until now I’ve been fascinated by the golden age of 
exploration  (1450s to 1850s) especially by the intrepid explorers 
that set out to map and understand new lands and cultures.  Our 
design theme interwoven throughout Sebatu Sanctuary celebrates 
these early explorers from our African safari tents used in the 
restaurant and accommodations to our antique Javanese 
bungalows utilized for our kitchen, office, and accommodations.  
Please also take a look at our rare book collection on display in our 
reception area that includes the first published description in 1787 
of James Cook’s voyages around the world.  We hope that our 
concept and being surrounded by nature fosters an urge to discover 
the back roads and little known places of Bali.  Our Balinese staff 
and myself stand ready to assist you to explore the natural wonders 
and cultural treasures of Bali.  

As a resort, we offer a full range of services and experiences, from 
nature hikes, such as the sunrise trek up Mt. Batur, mountain 
biking on back-country roads, tours to little-known waterfalls, 
horseback riding, and visits to ancient Hindu temples to name a 
few.  

Alexander Stanley, GM Sebatu Sanctuary 

INTRODUCTION 

This guide is divided into sections that first describes each 
accommodation, followed by an explanation of our unique natural 
chemical-free pool, along with the rest of the resort.  The guide 
then describes points of interest and activities starting with sites 
that are within walking distance.   Please keep in mind that this 
guide isn’t meant to be comprehensive, but rather to present ideas, 
activities and sites that our guests consistently have rated highly.  
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OUR ECO-PRINCIPLES 

We take seriously our commitment to reducing environmental 
impacts and focus on three goals measured against similar sized 
resorts and hotels: 

a) Reduce by at least half our electricity usage and water 
consumption, 

b) Treat our wastewater using natural ecological processes to 
ensure there are no adverse effects to downstream communities 
and wildlife,  

c) Eliminate as much as possible single-use plastic with a few 
examples being our use of paper straws for juices and glass water 
bottles in the rooms and restaurant.   

If you’d like to learn more about how we’re doing our small part to 
save the planet while also saving money, please ask for a 15 - 20 
minute tour of our property.

ACCOMMODATIONS 

We currently have three different types of accommodations.  For 
those wanting an authentic back-to-nature experience while still 
enjoying luxurious amenities, we offer our Safari tents 
reminiscent of early 20th century African safaris exemplified in the 
movie Out of Africa.  The tents border tropical forest and offer the 
best opportunities to view Bali’s wildlife including civet cats 
(luwak), the occasional long-tailed macaques and a range of bird 
species.  Restored Javanese Bungalows dating from the 1940s 
are our second type of accommodations and provide excellent 
views of the our landscaped gardens  and nearby forest.  Lastly, our 
Dutch colonial villa provides sublime views of both the forested 
valley to the south and Bali’s central mountain range to the north.  
On the sides of the Dutch colonial villa are extensive terraced 
paddies.  Each accommodation offers a different, yet unique 
experience with a focus on the finest details, including our own 
soaps and shampoos with natural scents that capture the essence of 
tropical forests after a rain shower.  You’ll also find in each room a 
mini-bar stocked with the finest all natural snacks and drinks made 
in Bali.  

1. Safari Tents  

While the African safari tents fit well with our explorers’ concept, 
they also leave a very light environmental footprint.  Additionally, 
they’re partially solar powered and you will see solar batteries on 
the writing desk and mini-bar.  Those batteries have USB charging 
stations for your phone, and feel free to use them.  Additionally, we 
have installed popup electrical sockets on the floor that allow for 
charging of laptops and other electrical devices.  

Please turn off the outside lights and other lamps before going to 
sleep to conserve the solar batteries in case the following day is 
overcast.  
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The tents have been designed to also ventilate heat quickly and 
have ultra-efficient energy saving ceiling fans which only use 14 
watts of power per hour, 10% of what a normal ceiling fan uses!  

Also, you may hear or see various wildlife, such as the giant gecko, 
which in Indonesia we call ‘tokeh, and their call is distinctive 
starting with what sounds like knocking on a door followed by a 
quite loud call sounding similar to its Indonesian name.  We also 
occasionally see long-tailed macaques (monkeys), but they are not 
habituated to humans like the ones in Ubud’s Monkey Forest and 
will quickly run away if you move toward them.  You will also hear 
and see an abundance of tree frogs, and may even encounter them 
in your bathroom.  

You will also notice the fish pond that surrounds the bathtub and 
please avoid soap or 
shampoo going into the 
pond, which could harm 
the fish.  You’ll find pool 
towels in your bathroom 
and do not use sun block 
or sun screen lotion in 
the pool, since the oils 
and chemicals in the 
block or lotion will harm 
the fishes.   

2. Antique Javanese 
Bungalows 

Our two Javanese 
bungalows that we use for 
accommodations were 
originally built between 

the 1930 - 1940s and made entirely of teak wood.  We purchased 
them in Java and since they were built using traditional post and 
beam construction techniques, they were easy to knock down and 
ship to Bali.  We’ve completely restored both bungalows applying a 
Scandinavian boho color scheme and added additional space for 
spacious semi-outdoor bathrooms. 

Like in our safari tents, both bungalows use popup electrical floor 
sockets, and there’s a sliding button that can be pulled away from 
the socket that allows it to pop up.  

You will also notice the fish pond that surrounds the bathtub and 
please avoid soap or shampoo going into the pond, which could 
harm the fish.  Towels for the swimming pool are in your armoire 
and please do not use sun block or sun screen lotion in the pool, 

since the oils and chemicals in the 
block or lotion will harm the 
fishes.   

3. Dutch Colonial Villa 

Our Dutch Colonial Villa is 
entirely new, but uses a style 
reminiscent of houses built more 
than a century ago in Indonesia, 
including replicas of the decorative 
cement tiles used in the bathroom 
and kitchenette.   Looking to the 
north and west this villa is 
surrounded by verdant terraced 
paddy fields and in the distance on 
a clear day can be seen Bali’s 
central mountain range.  
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SWIMMING POOL 

Our chemical-free natural pool with a three-meter waterfall and 
more than 300 fish is the only one of its kind on the Island of Gods.       
We have swim googles in our bar that you may borrow to fully 
enjoy this amazing experience of being surrounded by fish, and ask 
at our reception to use them. The pool water is cleansed through 
natural ecological processes and if you’d like to know more about 
this we offer a brief tour of the property.    

There are five species of fish in the pool and you will notice one 
rather pre-historic looking species with orange or black varieties 
that eat algae on the sides of the pool.  These fish called sapu-sapu 
in Bali or Plecos in English help to keep our pool clean (see photo 
below).  Other species include koi, pomfret (bawal) and comet fish, 
which mostly eat mosquitos.   

Please do not use any type of sun block or lotion since the oils and 
other chemicals will harm the fish.  We also suggest the same 
when snorkeling or diving on reefs in Bali.  

The largest fish in our pool by far is a species of bawal (pomfret), 
and at night when the pool lights go on, you may see one individual 
at least 30cm long typically cruising the shallow end.  Most of our 
fish will congregate around the underwater lights, which attracts 
insects many of which fall into the water to be quickly eaten.  

Various Asian species of pomfret are caught by sport fishermen and 
the freshwater fish is widely served in restaurants.  Indonesia has 
even recognized the most commercially important species on a 
postage stamp (see image above).  

It’s healthier  for the fish if they forage for their own food, thus, we 
do not feed them at all in any of our ponds or pool, and we ask 
that you don’t either. 
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ACTIVITIES AND TOURS

A GUIDE TO NEARBY AREAS



In-House or Nearby Free Activities: 

1. Bicycling or walking around Sebatu village, visiting Sebatu’s 
famous water temple or small waterfall renown for its curative 
properties. 

2. River trek to upper branch of the Petanu River — 1½ km from 
here with guide (if staff available). 

3. Kite making and flying, great for kids and our staff will assist. 

4. Making Balinese offerings using flowers and woven grass. 

5. Movie night: outside on grass with woven matts (weather 
allowing).  Ask receptionist for times and titles.  

6. Free Shuttle to Ubud (in high season departs Sebatu at 10am 
and returns to Ubud at 4pm)

Paid Tours and Activities 

• Romantic picnic to secluded river-side area with small 
waterfall only 1.5km walk from us, passing through Bayad village 
and terraced rice paddies down to a pristine river.  We organize 
everything including a beautiful rattan picnic basket with our 
renown forest-to-table cuisine.  We set up the picnic and leave 
you for up to two hours to bathe in the river and once we return, 
we’ll guide you through an old cave system with some remaining 
Hindu artifacts.  Here’s a link to a photo on Instagram of the 
river.  https://www.instagram.com/p/BlkwioCghvp/?taken-
by=sebatusanctuary .  Rp700,000 for two people. 

• Yoga classes: during high season every Wednesday at 8 am 
done usually before breakfast.  Our classes focus on low-impact 
yoga designed for beginners.  During low season, please check 
with our reception for specific days and times.  Cost: Rp150,000/
person. 

• Mountain biking: We use new mountain bikes, which we 
provide to our guests free of charge to explore Sebatu village and 
other nearby villages.  We also conduct guided tours with our 
most popular being from the mountain village of Kintamani to 
Nungnung waterfall, one of Bali’s highest and mightiest 
waterfalls.  Rp800,000/person, includes lunch.
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• Gunung Kawi Sebatu: easy walking distance and oldest parts 
date to 1,000 AD.  The water from this temple and rainfall that we 
harvest are our two water sources.                                                                                

• Melukat Waterfall: small waterfall in Sebatu village, melukat 
means to cleanse the mind and body and Balinese throughout the 
island come here for purification ceremonies with the water 
believed to have healing properties.  

• Made Ada, Indonesia’s most famous wood carver: his 
gallery can be visited after stopping at Gunung Kawi Sebatu 
temple.  His finely detailed wood carvings have been given to 
Presidents Clinton and Obama when they visited Indonesia.  

• Mt. Batur Sunrise summit trek.  An adventure climbing up 
Mt. Batur in time to reach the summit for sunrise.  Leave our 
place at 3am to drive to Mt. Batur (~45 to 60 min drive time). 
Private tour after climbing down mountain can have option of 
going to Toya Hotsprings Resort to soak in warm spring water 
pool while overlooking Batur Lake and mountains.  Rp 500,000/
person for group tour, or Rp 750,000/person for private tour. 
Additional entrance fee for hot springs ~ Rp350,000. 

• Muntigunung Trekking: This area is East of Mt. Batur and a 
great alternative to climbing Batur.  You’ll see beautiful 
landscapes including Indonesia’s deepest canyon, but you won’t 
encounter tourists here.  Maximum size group is limited to 10 
people.  Hike is 3 1/2  to 4 hours and ends at a Muntigunung 
village.  Organized by an NGO dedicated to ending extreme 

poverty in Bali’s most isolated villages.   This is the driest area in 
Bali and before the NGO started working there 14 years ago, 
villagers had to walk four hours to access clean water.  A nice day 
interacting with the Muntigunung people. Light breakfast and 
snacks provided, and lunch is at a beach restaurant near 
Tulamben.  Rp1.4 million/person and all proceeds go toward 
supporting water projects, health, education, and several village 
enterprises which you will visit at the end of the hike..   NGO’s 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/muntigunungcse/ and 
Facebook: : https://www.facebook.com/muntigunung/?ref=py_c 
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Photo taken from the Muntigunung trail with Mt. Agung in the 
background. 

• Horseback riding in rice paddy and forest: (~ 1.5 km from us). 
Highly rated on Trip Advisor and our guests have enjoyed their 
experiences riding horse there.  https://www.tripadvisor.co.za/
Attraction_Review-g608497-d8504365-Reviews-
Ubud_Horse_Stables-Tegalalang_Bali.html Rp600,000/person 
Ubud Horse Stables

• Whitewater rafting. Whitewater rafting experience on the 
Ayung River.  Sobek is the most experienced operator with 
excellent reputation https://booking.balisobek.com/balisobek?  
$79/person

• Tour to nearby Cepung waterfall (https://
www.instagram.com/p/Bfnp5vMlTKO/?taken-
by=sebatusanctuary) popular on Instagram, but if go early 
arriving about 9 or 9:30am will mostly have the place to 
yourselves.  Followed by visit to nearby Pura Kehen, one of my 
favorite temples (https://www.instagram.com/p/
BjjZJCwAHV6/?taken-by=sebatusanctuary ).  Rp450,000 

• Organic Balinese cooking classes- https://
www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g297701-d6558108-
Reviews-Balinese_Farm_Cooking_Organic_Farm-
Ubud_Bali.html Rp 400,000/person and our guests have enjoyed 
this experience.  Located close to us (about 15 min drive) in Taro 
Village 

• Balinese Hindu temples, including water temples: Can be 
seen with half-day car hire Rp400,000

• Elephant safari: https://www.masonadventures.com/elephant-
park/  Prices range from Rp1,100,000 to Rp1,300,000 depending 
on whether you would like to ride and bath the elephants.  We 
recommend only bathing the elephants, which is a pleasant for you 
and the elephant.  This is the only wild animal (zoo-like) experience 
that we recommend in Bali since the operators have paid particular 
attention toward each animal’s welfare.  The elephants have been 
rescued from Sumatra where, unfortunately their forest habitat had 
been cleared and would have been killed by villagers there.  
Located close to us in Taro Village, very close to organic cooking 
class. 

• Turtle hatchery and recovery center:  Near Sanur and nice 
experience on the way back to the airport or when staying in Sanur.     
Cost is for half day car hire Rp400,000 and entrance fee ~ 
Rp35,000. 
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AVAILABLE FOR TOURS AND PHOTOSHOOTS
CLASSIC VW AUTOMOBILES 



We currently have three vintage VWs that we’ve fully restored and 
a fourth VW Samba 21 window bus will join our fleet in February 
2020.  Rental is available and comes with a driver and chef-
prepared picnic baskets are optional.  The rental prices are based 
on the rarity and level of restoration of each VW, see below. 

Hourly rate (2 hour minimum rental time) and includes driver:

’75 Kombi bus (yellow): Rp 175k per hour

’74 Beatle Cabriolet (cream color): Rp 350k per hour 

’64 Kombi Dakota bus (blue and white): Rp 580k per hour

Additionally, we have two new scooters for rent, 
described on the right.  

Honda Vario 150

Rental Price:

Without insurance Rp120k/day

• Rider responsible for up to Rp18
million Rupiah

With insurance Rp160k/day

• Rider responsible for up to Rp3.5
million Rupiah

Engine: 150cc, water-cooled

Good for new or solo riders

Honda ADV 150

ADV stands for adventure

Rental Price:

Without insurance Rp200k/day

• Rider responsible for up to Rp 30
million Rupiah

With insurance Rp 250k/day

• Rider responsible for up to Rp5.0
million Rupiah

Engine: 150cc, water-cooled

Equipped with Anti-locking brakes, safer
going down mountain roads

Good for two people, stronger engine,
larger body size
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